
 
 

2021 Project Graduation Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, March 31, 2021 

 
Meeting Highlights 

 
Meeting called to order at 7:33 PM via Zoom Meeting  
 
Committee Members:  Brenda Bula, Liz Dickman, Diane Kasper, Kim Kane, Kathy Skopas, Ed Skopas, 
Linda Hadley, Farrel, Tammy Waddell, Sarah LeMieux, Lori Tarallo, Wendy Dietz, William Cross, Donna 
Fraleigh, Eric Masna, Theresa Brysgel, Robyn Minella, Vince Colonna, Heidi (?), WhiteAyr 
AHM Staff Members:  Tressa Giordano, Executive Director, and Jenn Boehler, Project Graduation 
Coordinator 
RHAM High School Members: Scott Leslie, Penny Bryzgel, Laurie Vega-Boulay 
 

Per Scott Leslie, school districts have not received written guidance from the Department of Health and 

the Department of Education regarding how to plan school events such as graduation and prom. 

Verbally, here is what is being talked about: 

- Re prom:  Inside max capacity is 100 / outside max capacity is 200  (mandated by State of CT), 

avoid commercial facilities for events, schedule the event as close to the end of the school year 

as possible, avoid dancing as main activity; instead have multiple areas with different activities 

to spread students out 

- Re graduation: nothing has been confirmed for RHAM High School but hope to have it on 

campus with some family attending but there will be backup plans if they need to change course 

- In general: spread out events no closer than every two weeks; reasoning being if a student did 

get COVID from the event he/she and those quarantining would have to recover before next 

event and will not have to miss it. 

 

Per Laurie Vega-Boulay, senior prom will be outdoors at the Lyons Fair Grounds on June 5.  At lot of 

progress has been made; renting tents, bathrooms.  Food will be provided by food trucks and are pricing 

out the following Blue Chip Creamery, Rolling Tomato Pizza, Bears BBQ, taco trucks, cupcake truck.  ALL 

depends on cost. The lack of fundraising this year and the lack of students paying their student dues is 

having an impact.   She was hopeful that more students will send in their dues because of a request for 

dues to parents in the RHAMbler; just this past week she received $700.   

 

RHAM High School are in need of decorations, strings of lights, drinks, paper goods and to plan and 

activities. A handful of parents volunteered to help with this.   

* if you are reading this and would like to help, please contact Laurie at laurie.vega-

boulay@rhamschools.org  
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It was asked by Wendy Dietz, would it be possible to give some of the funds raised by AHM Project 

Graduation to RHAM High School. Tressa Giordano, said Project Graduation is funded by grants that 

support substance abuse education and prevention initiatives.  These grants are written and received on 

an annual basis for this purpose.  Tressa feels comfortable collaborating an alternative event as long as 

AHM is able to tie the message of ‘having a safe graduation experience’ to the event.  

 

Brenda Bula asked if AHM is still contracted with Revolutions. Jenn Boehler confirmed we are still under 

contract but have the ability to cancel and get refund but we would need to make a decision soon.  

Penny Bryzgel stated that based on what she has heard from this senior class they are not interested in a 

classic Project Graduation. 

 

Ed Skopas stated he was a parent volunteer for 2019 AHM Project Graduation and there was a post 

event survey completed by the students who attended the event [at Quassy Amusement Park] that 

asked of their preferences. Suggestion made to connect with Brendan, Project Graduation Coordinator 

at that time (and Deb Walz Marketing Specialist at AHM) to locate the survey results. Jenn Boehler to 

follow-up on this for future Project Graduation planning.  

 

Theresa Brysgel suggested that due to the timing of the all the end of year activities instead of having a 

standalone Senior Carnival we could tie it into the graduation rehearsal. Very positive response. Possibly 

have the rehearsal start earlier 8-10am, then have an extended Senior BBQ from 10-2pm with activities 

and year book signing, allowing enough time for seniors to go home before the graduation. This would 

take place in the softball field on RHAM campus.   

*if you are reading this and would like to help with planning contact Jenn at jenniferb@ahmyouth.org   

Thank you – Kathy Skopas, Theresa Brysgel, Patty Slater, Lori Tarallo, Diane Kasper, Donna Fraleigh and 

Brenda Bula coming on board!   We do need more parents! 

FIRST MEETING PLANNED FOR: Wednesday, April 7 at 7:30 PM via Zoom.  Link will be added to 

ahmyouth.org website. 

 

Six Flags is tentatively booked for Friday, May 28; giving RHS early bird pricing but it is still expensive; 

revisited the deficit in student dues as being an issue.   Another issue is with bussing; the bus says they 

approve full capacity with wearing masks.  
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Jenn Boehler stated the Car Wash Fundraiser is scheduled for Saturday May 8 with a rain date of May 

15 and Ed Skopas is parent lead.  Ed explained he was involved in the car wash in 2019.  It is happens at 

the Hebron Car Wash and the owner Ryan Hallin offers one or two bays from 10 – 1/2PM [details need 

to be worked out].  Ryan pays for an advertising promo on 102.0 WDRC radio a month prior to the event 

with heavy promos two weeks prior.  Jenn, Ed and Ryan to work on wording for this.  Due to COVID 

there will be no food sales rather there will be a sale of facemasks made by a group of students led by 

Wendy Dietz.  Most importantly, we need 25 student volunteers preferable seniors to wash cars and 

promote day of street side. Promotion of event is key; Facebook.  

 

Jenn stated that AHM will promoted the fundraiser, on Facebook as a post, Instagram (share with 

seniors), announcement in Rivereast, RHAMbler and fliers at key locations. In addition on the day of 

have students on RT66/RT85 and near the post office the attention of drivers.  A parent asked how can 

you just donate to the cause, Tressa replied on the AHM website there is a donate button that allows 

you to pick where you money goes and Project Graduation is an option.  

 

Also, a sign-up genius will be created to recruit the 25 students and 6 parents to help out.   

*if you are reading this and would like to help out as a parent volunteer contact jenn at 

jenniferb@ahmyouth.org  

Laurie Vega-Boulay offered to share the Sign-up Genius with seniors. 

Penny mentioned that there are many students looking for community service hours and to reach out to 

all students. 

  

Great work by the RHAM Team and all the work done to give our seniors a memorable end of senior 

year! 

 

Meeting ended at 8:30PM, highlights by jboehler 
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