
 
 

Project Graduation “Class of 2021” Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, October 7, 2020 • 7:30 – 8:30PM 

MINUTES 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:35 PM via Zoom Meeting Meeting ID: 838 4673 0369 Password: 963907 

 
AHM PG Committee Members Present:  Jenn Boehler, Project Graduation Coordinator, Tina Blinn, Kathy Skopas, and 
Wendy Marinan 
AHM Executive Director:  Tressa Giordano 
Parent Community Attending:  Rob Poudrier, Donna Fraleigh, Tammy Waddell, Liz Dickman, Wendy Dietz, Kim Kane, 
Diane Kasper, & Brenda Bula  
 
 
1.)  Fundraiser Updates:  Jennifer Boehler addressed the group by talking about the amount of fundraisers that were 
running at once and the things are slowing down in the next couple months.  Trying to do one fundraiser a month.  
Talked about the Sunset Yoga fundraiser and the amount raised.  Was happy for the women to get together from the 
towns and there to be a way to make that happen.  J. Boehler then spoke about Tip A Musician fundraiser and how it 
was a great way to get the students involved at Something Simple Café in town.  Talked about the funds raised and that 
there is one more event to happen.  Spoke about the nice setting and atmosphere at this event.  J. Boehler then asked 
Tina Blinn to speak to the Simply Soy Candle fundraiser with Julie Veilleux.  She stated the fundraiser ended on Monday 
and how much was raised with that fundraiser.  She was pleased with the results and thanked Donna Fraleigh and Lori 
Tarallo for heading it.  Donna Fraleigh spoke to how easy it was to run this fundraiser because ordering is all on line.  D. 
Fraleigh talked about current status to complete the fundraiser.  J. Boehler said she will reserve the room at AHM to do 
the organizing and distributing once we know when candles will arrive.  T. Blinn then talked about volunteers who 
signed up to help previously.  Others in the meeting said they would help.  J. Boehler referred to Tressa Giordano 
regarding the number of volunteers allowed in the meeting room at AHM.  T. Giordano stated that COVID times now 
versus in the Spring are different.  That a few more volunteers can be accommodated in the meeting room and 
mentioned the large size.  T. Blinn then talked about the J.StarBarn Fundraiser and informed the group that there are 
twenty-four customers signed up and Jennifer Albert is to confirm two more customers by the end of the week.  She 
feels comfortable that we will reach the goal of thirty.  T. Blinn also let the group know that Jennifer Albert was willing 
to add on sessions to the end of the current fundraiser in there is more interest.  Wendy Dietz mentioned that she still 
needs to reach out to her to reserve a time.  T. Blinn mentioned that this is our next big fundraiser and that we need to 
put a push out there.  She then spoke about the Pink Tie Dye Fundraiser.  T. Blinn stated that we are doing really well 
with that fundraiser.  Originally we purchased 200 masks and those are almost gone and then bought 150 more.  J. 
Boehler has some to deliver to Andover tomorrow.  She spoke with Andover Pizza and they are willing to sell the masks. 
She then talked about the sales at the RHAM HS store and was pleasantly surprised when a parent wanted an additional 
twenty masks from the original thirty she ordered.  They are selling themselves.  She stated 150 will be arriving soon.  
W. Dietz said that it is really quick to dye.  J. Boehler talked about distributing the masks to area businesses.  T. Blinn 
let the group know that Michelle Nicholson, Owner of The Flour Girl Bakery and President of the Hebron Education 
Foundation, reached out to her about selling masks at her business.  J. Boehler has some to spare.  T. Blinn then spoke 
about the “Run to 21” fundraiser.  She gave recognition to Rob Poudrier on organizing the event.  Talked about walking 
the course at Burnt Hill Park this past week.  Spoke about the condition of the course is ideal, registration is available 
online, and have eight people registered.  J.Boehler was surprised that we don’t have more people.  Challenges was 
that we were hoping the the RHAM HS Cross Country team would be available for this and they now have a conflicting 
meet.  W. Dietz mentioned that this date was originally their Senior Night, but they moved Senior Night to a different 



 
 

meet so may be still a chance because it’s not Senior Night.  J. Boehler said that we have registrants from Fairfield and 
So. Windsor so the word is getting out.  She was pleasantly surprised that the ambulance service is donating their 
services for the entire length of time we are there which is a cost savings of $175/hr.  Also, they are willing to promote 
this 5K to their contacts to help get the word out.  J. Boehler is hoping with enough promotion to get the word out there 
will be more registrations.  Diane Kasper suggested asking Tri-County Gym to send the event info. to their members.  
Kathy Skopas asked R. Poudrier if he had a connection with the running groups.  R. Poudrier said he has reached out to 
join running groups.  He also informed the group that runners wait for the last minute to sign up for running events.  It 
could be that they wait to see the weather, training for something else, or an injury.  He has reached out to 1000s of 
runners to get this on the map.  People from Connecticut169 group added it to their list of towns that they consider to 
be an official event.  Not sure if COVID is keeping people away, surprised how low it is, but going to keep plugging away 
to get the numbers up.  T. Giordano suggested that J. Boehler post in the FB page “Hebron Open for Business”.   J. 
Boehler ask members to share this information and include the link to contact right to the registration page.  R.Poudrier 
wanted to make sure it is clear that there are two audiences.  Those who want to run a 5K and those who just want a 
walk in the park and they are the ones we need to push because it is going to be a nice day.  J. Boehler stated we have 
fourteen volunteers, walked the course and know what to do.  Just need people to sign up.  J. Boehler talked about the 
number of overlapping fundraisers and going forward it will be one fundraiser a month.  She then asked T. Blinn about 
the escape room fundraiser.  T. Blinn informed the group that Puzzle Break out of LI, NY they are a traditional escape 
room business but with COVID they are offering virtual escape room.  She talked about how the virtual escape room is 
run and how she and her family and extended family were able to do the virtual escape room with everyone in their 
own homes.  T. Blinn also mentioned that this might be a nice gift giving fundraiser for the holiday season starting in 
early November because the tickets per person are expensive and people would need to be thoughtful with this 
purchase and if offered too late in the season people may have already spent dollars.  T. Blinn talked about the 
execution being similar to Simply Soy Candle fundraiser where everything is on-line at Puzzle Breaks website.  You are 
provided a code which will give you two dollars off each ticket and by using the code gives AHM PG ten percent of sales.  
Need to use the code in order to get the savings and donation.  This event is great because there is no money invested, 
no management other than to inquire about sales and receive a check, just promotion.  Pretty simplistic.  K. Skopas 
asked if a single person could do this.  T. Blinn answered yes and up to twelve people in a party.  She then talked about 
the “You’ve Been Flocked” fundraising event.  She explained how the fundraiser is run and how much Berlin’s “All Night 
Grad” group raised.  W. Dietz added that the Marlborough PTA did this event and it goes on for a long time.  K. Skopas 
mentioned that Glastonbury HS did it as well.  T. Blinn mentioned that they start up in September, stop when the 
ground freezes and starts back up again when it thaws.  The contact emphasized that it’s important that those that 
volunteer take it seriously and stay on task.  That’s where you can raise a good amount of money.  T. Blinn also stated 
this is an established and successful fundraiser idea because its everywhere on line.  T. Blinn then deferred to J. Boehler 
to talk about the setback event and social at BLCC.  J. Boehler said that in January we are going to take a moment to 
breathe and not do anything.  She did ask W. Dietz that if we are still wearing face masks in February would she be 
willing to make them for Valentine’s Day?  W. Dietz said yes and she has volunteers already excited to do some for 
Christmas.  J. Boehler said we should talk more about that.  J. Boehler talked about the setback tournament in March 
lead by Jackie Landry.  She said Tina and I went to BLCC to talk with Tyler and reserve some dates.  He has gotten back 
to her for March 11 for setback and she needs to confirm with Jackie.  J. Boehler said that nothing is planned for April 
and was thinking about the Virtual Trivia.  T. Blinn mentioned that we will be doing the “You’ve Been Flocked” event 
and agreed with J. Boehler that it would be more profitable.  She talked about May and a car wash event.  Spoke about 
the success with the RHAM Girls Volleyball Team with theirs.  J. Boehler also talked about a parent social that we tried 
doing this past year, but was cancelled because of COVID.  Hoping to get the community together to celebrate the 
seniors this Spring and have the opportunity to have a few bands (Rainiacs, The Sunshowers) perform at BLCC.  D. 
Kasper said that her band was willing to play as well.  J. Boehler said that Tyler will not be able to confirm a date until 
all the golf tounaments for the Spring are on the calendar.   She then talked about senior lawn signs for the spring.  She 



 
 

put a budget together and she and T. Giordano will be looking at that in the next couples weeks to see how we are 
doing with everything.  
 
Questions:  J. Boehler asked if anyone has any questions.  K. Skopas asked if there was any word about any more 
donations/contributions coming from the school.  J. Boehler said nothing yet.  K. Skopas said there are some savings from 
sports transportation.  T. Giordano stated that it’s been some time where Penny has settled into her new role and she has 
been very forthcoming.  Comfortable with J. Boehler reaching out to her to meet about this.  J. Boehler reminded those in 
meeting to promote the events being posted to get the word out.  She is very happy with the interest in PG.  T. Giordano 
apologized about the confusion with the ZOOM code issue.  J. Boehler ended meeting.       
 
ACTION ITEMS: 
 JENN:  Set up time with AHM to organize Simply Soy Candle fundraiser 
 JENN:  Reach out to RHAM HS Principal about additional contribution to PG2021. 
 JENN:  Get with Tyler, BLCC, in Spring for Dates 
 JENN:  Reach out to Jackie Landry on SetBack Tournie date 
 JENN:  Coordinate bands for Social in May 
 JENN:  Work with Wendy Dietz on Mask Fundraiser for holidays 
 DONNA & LORI:  Coordinate with Julie Vielleux on receipt of candles and organize volunteers   
 TINA:  Work on Puzzle Break fundraiser   
 TINA:  Work on You’ve Been Flocked Fundraiser 
 DIANE:  Contact Tri-County to share “Run to 21” running event info. with members.   
 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:06 PM  Minutes taken by TBlinn 


